
 

 

Welcomed Without Condition 

 

Let me begin by saying “WOW!” It is hard to imagine being here at Peace. I 
literally have to pinch myself to make sure I am not dreaming. And, when I 
find I am not dreaming, I shout out “Thank you” God for blessing me (and my 
family) with such a wonderful congregation. When in the call process I asked 
the call committee what would visitors say about Peace Lutheran, almost             
immediately and with a unified voice came the response that visitors would 
say “we are a friendly church.” My response to that was “everybody thinks 
they are a friendly church.”  However, in the month I have been here, I can 
not only see that with my own eyes as you welcome those who visit with us, 
but I have experienced that welcome first hand. There seems to be such an 
openness with everyone that I have spoken with since my arrival that I feel 
welcomed without condition and I look forward to thanking each of you face 

to face for that welcome. Let me again say, WOW! 

When I think about our welcome here at Peace, I have cause to stop and  
wonder if this wasn't how it felt to be welcomed by Jesus when he gathered 
his disciples. At least on the part of Jesus I know in his gaze was love (Mark  
10 21), understanding (Mark 6:34), Pity (Luke 22:61), and forgiveness (John 
21:15). I wonder what it must have been like to have Jesus cast his gaze upon 
you; to look at you and call your name. For those who experienced his gaze on 
their part I can imagine that there must have been a tremendous feeling of 
joy just in being in his presence that one could not help but feel something 
different; something special. I don't know if they said wow or there was just 
stunned silence, but it must have been unlike any other gaze and any other 
moment. I am sure that among all the feelings that one felt there too was the 

feeling of being welcomed without condition. 

There is something special about a congregation that is Christ like in its        
welcome of strangers. It  is a witness that the kingdom of God  is as Jesus 
preached, “At hand.” As we move forward in the weeks, months and years 
together and we seek after God's hopes and dreams for our congregation it 
will be a further witness to the Kingdom that we never lose our sense of         

welcoming the stranger. 

 

Peace 

 

Pastor Ralph 
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Thank you from Pastor’s family 

 

Thank you from English Family 
 

Dear Peace Family, 

As most of you know, Gerald English, a brother and son to the English’s, died a short 

time ago.  While we are still mourning, it is comforting to know that there are so many 

saying prayers and providing comfort through the cards and the prayer blanket and 

shawl that we received.  When we got home from the funeral, the cards were waiting.   

We opened them, shed some tears, and realized that we were not alone in this unhappy 

and sad event.  

All through the Call process many said that Peace is family. Having gone through this 

experience, we can say that Peace is our family. We cannot think of another place where 

a group of people from different walks of life would express their desire to help us in our 

time of sorrow as you have. Thank you for being family.  We will draw upon the blanket 

and the shawl as well as the cards during the next weeks, months, and years 

remembering not only Gerald, but also our Peace family. 

Burt, Beth, and Vivian 

 

To the Congregants of Peace; 

Thank you for such a wonderful welcome! Our family has been truly blessed in being 

called to Peace. From the wonderful goodies and meal upon arrival not to mention the 

air mattresses and blankets, food, garbage bags, cereal, cakes and gift card we felt 

blessed. Your kindness to us and openness and yet again welcoming has enabled us to 

feel at home. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Ralph and Frannie Kirkpatrick and 

Reilly and Molly Boyd 

 

                Our ELCA Missionary , Rev. David Brondos and his family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you Call Committee 

The Call Committee 

Our call committee was formed in the summer of 2008. The members were John Burnett, Sue Carl-

son, Beth English,  Burt English, William Halsey, Dale Kangas, and Londa Kilbarger. Peace’s 

diversity, except for gender and age, is not so easy to discern, but this group represented different opin-

ions and strong feelings that accompanied those opinions. 

The Work of the Call Committee Was Organized 

John Burnett and Dale Kangas co-chaired the committee. They worked with synod guidelines to gather 

information about our congregation and to use that information.  The committee hosted “cottage             

meetings” to which all members were invited and more than ninety attended. The committee learned of 

current concerns: the need for stronger evangelism, active stewardship, and  increased spirituality in 

worship and programs while keeping our sense of family. From these meetings they learned that Peace 

wanted to grow somewhat and that a pastor with a particular skill set would be likely to help bring 

about this change:  preaching ability, visitation skills, managerial skills, ability to relate to lay leaders, 

and ability to help others grow in spirituality. 

The Committee Felt the Weight of the Responsibility and the Pressure 

The awesome responsibility of working as representatives for many was felt immediately, and this        

feeling grew as the work progressed. Some felt the pressure to work more quickly, but this was a          

process that could not be done well if done too fast. In the end call committee members felt they had 

learned a lot about themselves and about our church. 

The Members of the Committee Made Sacrifices 

The call committee sacrificed time, talent, and travel. The process took 18 months and hundreds of 

hours of personal time. There were nine candidates who went through a similar process: met at Peace 

Lutheran Church, tour of the church and neighborhood, dinner, and interview at church (about 3 

hours). In addition, Dale, the official spokesperson, made many phone calls to synod and to the               

candidates. 

There Were Frustrations 

The call committee did not always (usually?) agree immediately. It is no doubt, a good thing that       

agreement was not automatic; this meant that the committee discussed candidates and issues and went 

through the process of clarification and discernment.   Beth pointed out that surely the Holy Spirit was 

working with and in them, but it was much easier to see the working of the Holy Spirit in hindsight 

than at the time. 

The Committee Found Reward 

Each member was rewarded by being part of a group that worked well together; they found communion 

and affirmation within their midst.  In the end they feel that the hours and effort have been rewarded 

by finding the candidate that is a good match for Peace, Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick.  It was hard to ap-

preciate the ongoing work of our call committee as they worked, since so much of what they did had to 

be done in secret.  We do applaud them for their work and for the communication they were able to 

share with us—the Call Committee Circular.                                                             ~ Donna Ellstrom 

                                                                                                                                                                                    



                    SERVING KNOXVILLE AS ONE  

On Sunday, February 21, Peace's Social Ministry Commission, other interested members of 
Peace and members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints hosted a visit by Pastor 
David Crocker, the founder and director of Operation Inasmuch.  In Knoxville, the group is called 
Serving Knoxville As One.  The purpose of the meeting was in inform those in attendance about 
what Serving Knoxville As One is and how we could participate.  In a nutshell, Serving Knoxville as 
One is a program which organizes congregations in our community to commit to making a differ-
ence in the community on a designated day.  This year that day is Saturday, April 24.  Each con-
gregation decides on the project or projects which will occur on that day and recruits the members 
of their congregation to participate. Following today's introductory meeting, a planning team from 
Peace and the LDS church will meet with Pastor Crocker on March 4 to learn more about the or-
ganizational details of the program and to discuss potential service projects.  Our hope will be to 
identify projects for that day to involve as many members of both churches as possible, from the 
youngest to the oldest members of our congregations.  Please mark April 24 on your calendars 
and look for more information about Serving Knoxville As One. 

 

    “The Givers” Lutheran Lunch Volunteer Ministry 
Volunteers from eight area Lutheran Churches have faithfully served the Lord for 28 years 
through the Lutheran Lunch Ministry at KARM.  Paul Guthrie, Jr., a volunteer says, “We have a 
group of dedicated people who cook and serve on designated  Saturdays. They not only enjoy 
serving along with fellowship, but they consider serving in this capacity as being God’s instru-
ments in feeding the less fortunate. They consider it a privilege rather than a chore.” 
 
Volunteers Dale Kangas and Bob Storm, recall that the original idea for what was then referred 
to as, “feeding the street people” originated with Clarice Stephens, a member of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church.  Clarice was asked how the idea came to her and she simply replied, “I just saw 
a need and did what I was supposed to do.” 
 
The program began in 1981, serving Saturday noon meals at a store front near the Intersection 
of Broadway and Fifth Avenue. 
 
In 1982, the volunteers learned they could serve the meal at KARM, and have served Saturday 
lunches here ever since.  Most churches purchase the food and prepare it in the KARM kitchen.  
The churches involved have included St. John’s, Messiah, Peace, Christus Victor, Faith 
(Farragut), Faith (Oak Ridge), Grace, and First Lutheran Churches. 
 
Maret Hebert, a volunteer from Faith Lutheran, sets out a challenge to other churches, “Come 
aboard.  Try it, you will like  it. 
 
Those interested in volunteering at KARM are invited to attend a “KARM Encounter.”  This is a 
time for volunteers to learn more about the ministry of KARM, take a tour of the facility, and 
learn about the different volunteering opportunities available.  Encounters are held the second 
Tuesday of each month from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  For additional information, or to sign up for a 
Volunteer Encounter, contact Katie Montgomery, Volunteer Coordinator, at                             
kmontgomery@karm.org or call her at (865)633-7624. 



Morning Womenõs Group 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 16 at 10:00 a.m . here at the church.  Members are re-

minded to bring their items for the college care packages.  We will be packing 14 boxes.  Mae 

Schwarz and Vivian are the co-hostesses and the devotional will be given by Marlene Klukken. 

From Jesus to Christ 

A new adult education class will begin on March 7 titled ñFrom Jesus to Christ The First                      

Christians.ò  This eight-week series will look at the beginnings of what would become the Christian 

church.  The sessions will include viewing a video produced by PBS and Frontline.  It examines the 

life of Jesus, including what might have been the influences on what he taught and continues 

Education Commission Report 

Eggstravaganza will be Saturday, April 3 from 10-12 at the church.  Everyone is invited to come 

and enjoy crafts, games, and an egg hunt!  If anyone would like to volunteer to work that day please 
see Anne Hudnall asap!   

 

Vacation Bible School date has been set for the week of July 12 -16 and our theme this year will 

be Animals of the Bible .  We hope everyone can come and bring friends! 

 

The Congregation of Peace Lutheran Church 

invites you to the 

Installation Service 

of 

Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick 

at  

Peace Lutheran Church 

621 North Cedar Bluff Road 

Knoxville, TN 37923 

on 

Sunday, March 14, 2010 

4:00 p.m. 
 

(Meal to follow service) 
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